1.5 The Bet

Kara closed her eyes as sand blew across her cheeks. "Boxed ‘em."
Kara said as she pointed to the large swarm of Skripi sweeping
through towards the mill. Kara turned to face B6fredr and continued,
“Any casualties?”

Bofredr replied with a stiff voice, “Burns, lacerations, and a handful
of amputations. Casualties at a minimum, that is if Lieutenant
Gunnar pulls through."

"What happened there?" Kara asked.

"A scorcher passed right in front of him before his platoon was
fully engaged. Burned everything he was wearing, melt..."

"That's enough Major."
"We lost contact about with Talik's company fifteen minutes ago."
"All of them?"

"Yes."

"They had finished setting charges, and the swarm shifted. I am
certain they shall be knocking on Folkenvangor doors soon, should
they be worthy.” Bofreth said, as he stiffened, with a clank.

Bofreth’s voice became solemn, and he finished, “May their lives be
worthy of your doors.” Kara finished, “till the battlefields of
Ragnarok we meet, be you friend, be you foe... We... will shall always
be, family.”

They lowered their heads briefly and then said, “Skol.” They both
thumped at their chests over their heart with a closed fist.

They gave it a moment before raising their heads. Ujh +his wind.

Kara shifted her position so that B6fredr would block more of the
oncoming wind. She wanted to avoid any more of those thoughts, for
now.

“Did you see that joke of a finish?” Kara started, paused, and then
continued a bit more up beat, and with a slight chuckle, “I only got
part way through and then something hit me like a ton of bricks.”



To be honest, I am a bit surprised that I even survived that. The
AEtherial charges have enough blasting power to level an arched
bridge.

Each.

Bofredr slapped her on the shoulder, “After that showing, I am not
sure you can win anymore.”

“Yeah, I definitely didn’t stick that landing," Kara chuckled, "but
seriously, I called call down lightning this time!” Kara struck a pose
and continued, “It was as if I... were Thor!”

Kara relaxed her stance, and finished, “That has to count for
something.”
Kara went inward.

Bofredr was saying something about the rules, but Kara couldn’t
hear him.

| have been working on an idea. it nghJc be a blt. unorthodox.

Kara raised her hand into the air, and with a simple gesture she
began walking, and said,

“Bofredr, I have an idea.” Finishing with a pointed finger in the
direction of the ridge line.

Kara and Bofredr made it through the littered battlefield; scores of
dead creatures pockmarked into the sand dunes which were quickly
shifting in the wind.

After they reached the hard ridge, Kara could see the fighting was
not but one hundred meters below the, ma\be, five, Siv meter dvop. Kara

looked out through what remained of the palm trees and towards the
ruins. “Not as many palms as before, got a clear line of sight now.”
She muttered.

“Aye.” Bofredr responded, as he turned with a clank, and looked in
the direction Kara was facing.

The wind suddenly picked up again, and Kara casually brought her
right hand to her face to adjust her scarf. “Have you made contact

with second or third company?” Kara asked as they surveyed the
battlefield.



“I have not been able to raise them yet, but, I'll try to raise them
again, now.”

Kara watched and waited patiently as Bofredr grabbed a small rune
from his satchel, placed it in his large armored palm, thumb holding
it in place, and he rotated his arm in a small circle in the air.

A small orb covered in flames appeared at the base of his palm.
Ahch.ew.

What Wi Hand?

Kara stared at the little orb, These things remind me of fire
SPLrLJCS) J'ust floating next to You, readﬂ to listen, and transmit
Kind of unsettiing, when all the sudden a fittle cute orb appears
i front of you, and wants to tak.

“Talik, Nevek, respond. This is Alpha, I repeat this is Alpha, please
respond.” Bofredr spoke into the orb.

A moment passed, and a gentle, but firm, voice responded with a
somewhat garbled, “Nevek here.” before her image was being
projected above the little orb.

“Talik, come in Talik.” Bo6fredr repeated.

An explosion came through, and Kara looked away from the orb
and out towards the mill where she saw a massive liquid fire wall rise
up and fall down on to a wide swath of Skripi.

She could see the creatures melt into the landscape, and for a
moment the black swarm began to retreat, until met with the
resistance of those behind. Their legs melted into the landscape,

sending the singed creature toppling into what a lake of lava

Kara turned back to the orb and spoke firmly, “Talik, report.”

A loud belly laugh came through followed by a gruff voice, “Talik
here, the party is just getting started over here Colonel.”

“Don't torch that mill Major.” Kara said stiffly.
Talik paused, and stiffly replied, “Aye. Commander."



Kara could hear and see Talik lean to her side and speak to her xo,
but couldn't make out what she said.

"Commander." Talik came back into focus.

"We are all squared away. All Knights to engage in CQM.” Talik
paused.

Close %uarters ma.gic

When Talik continued, the gruff tone was replaced by a more
gentle one, that spoke to the difficulty it was for Talik to ask,
“Colonel, we are holding...”

Kara cut her off, “Yes, send word. Nevek, we need to shift to tactical
fire. Have Astrid coordinate the remaining evacuation into the mines,
and then I want her on the wall. We may need to fall back, and need
them to cover our retreat. Major, concentrate the mass into a stout
column if you can, and then fall back. You will have incoming, three
minutes out. Kara out.”

Immediately Kara could hear the bombardment shift; she looked to
Bofredr to see him twist his hand, and the fire orb vanished. “Looks
to me like we have a mission, Major.”

The two took off in a sprint along the hard ridge. Kara felt her
energy swell, and a gold shimmer crossed her body. She took a deep
breath and closed her eyes. She focused on each step, each sound
around her.

Kara opened her eyes numerous, apple sized, luminescent,
sapphire colored orbs had formed around her body. A crackle filled
the air as tendrils of lightning arced outward from the orbs; filling the
air with a sweet and pungent smell. She closed her eyes once again as
the orbs glow grew unbearable. At peak luminescence the orbs
shattered into fine grains so small, that when she opened her eyes she
could see nothing but a shimmer at arms length.

This one has taken years to flgure out how to do. at least for

more than just a moment



| have had this one i my pocket for a while | wasn't sure
when to pull tt out.

untl now.

Kara looked back to Béfredr who was not far behind her, both
moving at an incredible pace. Kara leapt into the air, and almost
immediately felt her feet meet B6fredr’s hands; It was almost
immediate that her feet sprung off with Bofredr’s added assistance.

As Kara’s vantage rapidly increased, high above the battlefield, she
could feel her skin prickle as the rarefied air sapped her body
heat[1] away.

She calmly observed the thick mass of arachnids climbing atop one
another; they were being corralled by massive explosions of all
shapes, sizes, and colors, as the Atherial knights boxed the creatures
in, south of the mill, and contained to the riverside.

The contminment 1S Working S Well Had Hoe crentuves ave \)\\’m@ Up pgAInSt
one AnoHoer.. {’O\(M\V\@ O Stronae Wal. No doubt sl all NNy 40 be He frst
0 ent: The hunger insatinble, +ne vile digestive juces frothing ot Fheir mourtne,

Brilliant white light, bathed the battlefield as Kara’s shimmering
bubble burst, sending small fragments outward from her body.
Within moments the fragments coalesced along her back; a slight
shimmer spread out left and right from her back in the form of broad,
and angelic looking, wings.

This is my tribute to the valfregja, and her vakyrja Which is
a common. custom amonyg My people. We, meaning the Valkyria n
fact, are Midgard's tribute, to her Holiness empress valfreyja, We
are the pride of the Citadel with each graduating class

mustering tts finest to serve as vakyria



Kara paused for a moment, hovering in the air, wings leisurely
flapping to stay in position. Full of excitement, she drew in a deep
breath, and as she exhaled a burst of color shot across her wings.

Then another, and another building until a shockwave of energy
burst forth with one final flap of her wings.

The emerging the shockwave forced Kara backwards, her world
went dark as she plummeted towards the ground.

The tsunami of plasma that was unleashed from Kara's angelic
wings washed across the lagoon, vaporizing everything within its
path. Only that which should be remaining.

The column of Skripi caught in the blast were superheated until
they exploded into a large fountains of gore from the heaps of Skripi
atop one another. The plasma wave collapsed to a point within one of
the heaps. A moment passed and a blue plasma ring burst outward,
taking with it, a tidal wave of gore.

Halfway to the ground Kara was finally able to open her eyes.
L. isnt usualN ke +Hhis..

Isw'T THis excining! A booming masculine voice echoed

throughout Kara’s mind, followed by a sharp pain that shot across
her temples.

yawning, and saying, Y’all need to keep it down.

Kara quickly put her index fingers to her temples, closed her eyes
and recited a prayer. A green glow reflected off of sides of her
temples.

Hello?

Kara slowly began to flap her wings, working the wings with a
strained effort that at first slowed her fall, but with each aching flap
her strength was progressively sapped. She could feel each passing
moment it became harder and harder for her to control herself.

Ah tros. Kara plummeted to the ground, cratering into a sand dune

enst; ugh. her knees buckled and leaving her face down into the



collapsing sand. She spat, or tried to spit the sand from her mouth.
She peeled herself up, and sat there for a moment.

They showed us a projection once ot Hhe Aunderny

Kara caught sight of Bofredr and could tell by his quickened pace
that he was headed in her direction. Kara felt dizzy, and lightheaded,
but she pushed her self up and to her feet.

"The debate has commenced."

BasicAlN menns Hhad Hhe windthers, e people Who Scove Now, isten in on
Hhose Hhat Hrey command. AlwaNS A Senor officer, and AWaNS droWing o
Sense of

Kara jumped slightly with excitement. Feeling a strain in her ankle
as she landed. Her face contorted slightly, but found the strength to
greet the major.

"Report."

"Your work made substantial headway into the Skripi lines... They
shifted to the south for a while. It seemed as if they were attempting
to backtrack, but got caught in the horde that was still charging
forward. Needless to say it wasn't long before the horde regrouped
and murmured in greater numbers into our lines."

Bofreth paused.

"You good?"

"Ye...ah..."

An accolyte found her way through to get to Kara.

"Astrid sent me." She said tersely.

"Now, Commander, if I may."

Kara waved her hand, "I know you are excited, go. Go."
"Watch how it is really done commander." Bofreth grinned.

Bofreth and took off into the sky with a blurred motion. An
explosion of sand, water and gore shot up out of the flotilla of Skripi
as they streamed across the river. Water vaporized outward sending a
warm bast of air outward. The ground began to shake slightly,
building into a massive quake that shook the ground.



Kara could feel her body; A tug towards some unknown, a draw so
queasingly light, that she threw up a little.

Well?

What do Nou expect: Wi a well Like a arowiN wel or SOrweHw'\m@.
H Jué-%' 00eS dowWn. And \eeps a0ingy dow. Dinensional vifts ave Welvd.
Into What | asSume 1S anotner universe, bud Hhe Skvipi? ll\@\rﬂf NOW?

TheN ave o Hhe center of & rini=Sinaulac. Taking Space and e, and
blending Hoem ﬁ)@eﬂw o & vortex of doom. Pulling ot Hoem <0 vidlenHN Hond
hel momendum they once had, aS & mass, furns into o Swivling dise of gore.

Gove S0 Smaml oL LA even See i AnNMOre, ‘JU\S+ & Fnd memor, [Hne
wve SHI Hhere Nou bnow, Jué%* different)

| ke +0 Hink of +hem as -He vortces +o Hoe unknowin. H Nou ave able 4o
ook down upon one..

The nSide {'ovm\n@ Hnese Welvd \OO\AV\@ exponentinl Lavves — Inagine He arm
of & Fwister. The wal of & cdone. Al vorticies 1n Heelr owin v'\r/)Mf.

But magine Spacetine be'\n@ made Up of Hhose. Eventualy Intecsecting one
AnoHrey.

Creating Fhese, like, pilavs of the universe. SowlN ehing away ot Spacetime.
Eventualy bringing i+ back info & Stvte of ovder, ke o Spring, londed Witth al
of Hoe enevgy in Hoe universe,

How does i get ourt? The eneva Hot i,

IS i ke o quandum wel? 1 ‘JU\S+ MPenS? Goes fvom one Place 0 anoHner?
i londing e uaninon, vequives ol of Hne enevgy in e universe. Wb seds it
of? And ave the vortcies ke Bofreths.



Kara looked in the direction of the gravity well, her vision feeling
off she looked to the, acwvetion dick of opre.

InpresSive.

s this the same. The same vorticies devouring our universe?
Small drops along a multi-dimensional surface, slowly coalescing
about the darkness €ating at local clusters Moving further and
further away UL time disappearing from sight gvert enough tume

A divergence.

nto Yggdrasis roots.

We. are the root as it grows

Bofreth. has tapped nto Yggdrasi's reaim
That s certainly unexpected

Huhe.

Nevek's Rangers launched their assault from the paims before
Pofreth. had finished.

Thelr assault ts funnelng the Skripl into Bofreth's vortex
Looks to be a combination of defensive barriers, magickal, and

physical alike, and thelr selective fire
They funneled 'em. Huh
Totally increases the efficency of Bofreths attack

Cleaver



The disk of gore just keeps growing The skripl behind are
just.

Blinly following untll they are caught i the vortex. They just
assimilate into the accretion disk of gore

Fascinating

Astrids though

| mean 0 SN, ot Upon Hnis viewing Hnis one, i Wil be my one huindretn
Hive, Why do Nou Hhink Hhad i became A bet?

We Al Work havd 4o perfect ouv wrns, and We celebrnde by Placing o
friendN Woger and f\/\LW\V\@{? notes and ')o\uaé- Aoout how Wwe did,

We give toue Al S F ench batHe could be our Inst but we did decide
Hd i anvone bides i Heey andomadiealy win forever.

Bud, anNWANS.. AsHds Aisplay..

TheN ave AWANS <0 arocetul They ave full of fury, and 098, but not in o
violend fashion at fvst 1 builds,

Kara pointed to the darkening sky in the distance across the river.
Can't Step foot on, ddnt not Hht we couldn't Hy over.

Bud, anNWANS, Hhe Shorm ')uer deepens. A colled Aot vendN Ho pounce.
To Hoe enemy Hher mindS <ip into & Fvance aS her SAvom Seeps into Hoelr

MINAS,

H i as Hhe huvvicane blows. She 1S +he e, onje(,-\m@ AN DU
maelstrom of = plasma vain, (Hhe b of +he Sand She picked up With her
(Nonic Winds, Weve being Super—heated undil HneN becave A plasma, I4-He



meteors Stenking awoss Hoe batHefield, chrotic Winds bringing 115 bits of

Pl Lnveening Into Nour S,
%WVO\NW\@.

Laovager chnks, Nou M\@\n‘\' ')U\S‘\’ have & hole 1 Nour doHres, o hole in ~Nour
body. She lets hevself hover over cender of Hhe waelstvom, auiding i+ and
SHH’W\@ Hoe Shorms pathy, from her protective shell of enev,

| v Stovhing o Hink +hey ol (,oveogm\)\ned Hig. 1 +he <kript ')U\S‘\’ SN
W\\fdn'\vwg o e acretion disk Drven by Hhe Stovm, and Hee blockade e
ngecs et up. The horde Sams indo Hneir bavviers deflecting off; binding up,
nnd S\'\PP\V\@ o He oore e,

Neah, | ke Hoad one.

\ ‘H(\OU\@\(\‘\' His WS supposed o be Hashy Hnou\@\n. | mean Suve \'\@\nJrvw'\@\n-\',
Plasma <pvkes auross Hhe Sk

Everything went quiet. Bofreth, had been pulled from the
singularity by Astrid, and it imploded in on itself for a moment and
burst outward in a blue-white burst of energy that sent a heatwave
outward that Kara felt as a blast of hot air that took her breath away
for a moment.

She could feel her face heating up as the blast passed by.
"Okay," She said to herself, "Okay."

The pavt Hoat brings me aWe 1S how peacetul <he looks.
She & dedieated o her et She hones i

tev power, o veflection of her beauty She does not get show, bud she does
make i bnown Ht She has it Within hev.

She 1S svavy and funny, Al Hhe Hings Nou werent She was absolute
beaut.



oS

| love hev, <0 much.

Throu\@\n Al Hoe pandul, ol Hmes, TWOU\@\(\ Hoe %ef\\m@ of drend | oot
befoce | came home. How Would | need 4o Save Hne daN again?

1S oo0d 0 be needed, bud every davy, Al dav?
Nou feel Nou Lt be NouwSe anNmore,

Sou lose Sight of Who Npu Were 8 Nou Seavth aimleselN i Ahe present for
A divection +o 00, You Stvive 4o Sty on Aavgets Bud i Nou cant be Nourselt;
nnd Nou don't know Which Wind of perdon Someone WandS Hrem 4o be. O Nou
40 undevstand Who Hhey Wand Nou 4o be, bud o ')U\S‘\’ Ao+ Want +o be
Hvt pevon.

L Wanna ged st in N Work: get lost i my family, i my e Hot bring,
j0 0 me. | WannA get st in 1L€€\\V\@S. L Wanna ged oSt in Nou. | doni Wannina
pet oSt in we. | dont Wanna get lost i life.

| found Hne Lourooe 4o explove. | found Hoe LouUrtse 40 L\r\m\km@f Hoe Novrman
Pockwel” way of e with wy dhoces. | wianted pieces of Hnd dveam, bud |
ddn't Want i+ Al |- ')U\S-\’ WASN vy dveam.,

| Waanted my own personal Sanctuay. | dd nod Wandt 4o Yf\f@ﬂ\‘\? N
ndevests 4o e background, Waiting 1o get on Hoe field, bud +he conch,
A0eSn'+ plaN Hhem,

| Wanted ouv mo\wmf Yo be o b\fno\'\m@...

| feel We hd o Fnndnsthe Hime b\md\n@ oUv be'm@é wWhen Hoe idea Hat bove
fruit e from Nour hend.,



WAt me, | could ask for permicSion and usUAlN be denied, ov | could ‘JU\S+ 20
Merd ke & decision, vight or Wrong,

i was \f\@\r\-\' decision, | gt o \'\@\n‘\' Seolding, | made Hhe Wrong decision
| 9ot & longy and dvawin out Seolding Hopt \num@ over Nou fike individud Horends
SlowlN Lrenting NOUe OWN nopSe.

\ ')U\S‘\’ WAt 40 make \f\@\r\-\' 0 Wrongy dediSions, And Nou ')U\S‘\’ SUPPOrt+ me, by
kg i Hvough With me,

| Wanted Nou 0 aSSume my ded WAS ')uer 0 VA S Nouwrs and el we
what \ou ke and dont ke about i+

Give we NOUr ProS and LonS. - Npu dontt cave don't H@Wr. - Nou do e
don'+ ﬁ@\n‘\'. Just Ak questons, bang up Loncerns, explan ~ouv 1L€€\\V\@S. £ ~ou
do oy | change wy Fune,

| use feedbrc from people aS AUidANCe. And With “pu..
Nour feedback WS Specil 4o me.

H Was how | underétood how +o back +o Nou, and 4o not net Seperivted
from Nou,

Confusion and chaos veign When | uant understnd Wit ~pu need from we,
Nd oSt NS | didnt now Whad o needed from me,

| cerdminky 1m0 picnic eidher, | have S0 many Wild idens and indevests, |
hawve %\n@é | dont Al About; +he Hn'\wﬁs | Hhink Nou dont Want 4o Al
pbourt; he Hings | do Ak abouds and e Hhings | Fhink Nou Hhink Nou wand
me 40+l about

1 Weve 40 be honest; | Hink for quite Some Hime..



| hawentt Seen Nou aS & Person | Lan Shive wngelE With, Or ot least | didn'+
Pertieve Nou A4S open 0 undevStanding What | wns o0y, -Hmvou\u)h

| Fel ke | would Shvd 40 explain, Nou Would vt 40 undersdmnd, and Heen
The nevt day we Weve back ot Squave one.

A oNie conversation Hhad vepended over and over.
These ave Hne Ahings | ke, This is me. | donit lnow why, bud +nis is.
All of we,

Ive been me for What | venize, aS A deep memory came 0 me JU\S'\’ +odny. |
have Wanted 40 be me, Since | WS & child,

| Soviry, et i 4ok we <o longy +o0 ﬁ@We out Who me Was, and Hat
o il had 4o suffer my booppoe. But despite my S\novhom\n@S, ouv 4-He
familN 1S pret NVAZing, \Ne hawve done sow%\m@ $peci 4@@€+\rw, nnd | hope
we Sl do.

| love Nou Astvid, and | AlwaNs will

A large column of flames began forming on the outer ridges of
Astrids storm walls.

What ¢ Tl doing?
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